
TRIBUTE TO OUR S/HEROES 
 

VOLUME I 
 

"A people without the knowledge of their past history, 
origin and culture, is like a tree without roots." 

 

 

 

Marcus Mosiah Garvey (1887 - 1940) 

 

Every year during the month of October we celebrate BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH. Black history is with us every second, 
minute, hour, week, month and year. TRIBUTE TO OUR 
S/HEROES attempts to enlighten you with what they never told 
you in your history class. Our story will be told right here - So enjoy 
the journey of clarification. 

 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAgarvey.htm


 
 

Frederick Douglass (1818 – 1895) 
 

“Though the colored man is no longer subject to barter and sale, he is surrounded by an 

adverse settlement which fetters all his movements. In his downward course he meets with 

no resistance, but his course upward is resented and resisted at every step of his progress. If 

he comes in ignorance, rags and wretchedness he conforms to the popular belief of his 

character, and in that character he is welcome; but if he shall come as a gentleman, a 

scholar and a statesman, he is hailed as a contradiction to the national faith concerning his 

race, and his coming is resented as impudence. In one case he may provoke contempt and 

derision, but in the other he is an affront to pride and provokes malice.” 

Frederick Douglass – September 25, 1883 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
http://panthernewsletter1.wordpress.com/


ROYALTY 
 
 
 

QUEEN CALIFA 
 

 
 
 
When the State of California officially began their multi year celebration of its 
Sesquicentennial or 150th anniversary celebration, that year, keynote events 
like the 1848 discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill and the 1848 Treaty of 
Guadeloupe Hidalgo where Mexico ceded control of California and much of 
the West to the USA were highlighted. However, before 1848 and all that, 
Hernando Cortez, the conqueror of Mexico’s great Aztec civilisation is 
considered by most to be the one who named California after a mythical 
paradise ruled by Amazon warriors and Black Madonna or dark Goddess 
Queen Califa; read more here… 
 
 

http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/queen-califa.pdf


ETHIOPIA: 
 
 

QUEEN AMANIRENA 
 

(WARRIOR QUEEN OF THE KINGDOM OF KUSH) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
She reigned from 40 B.C. to 10 B.C. and started a war against the Romans 
(who took over Egypt after Cleopatra’s death) that resulted in a peace treaty 
on good terms. Her full name and title was Amnirense qore li kdwe li 
(“Ameniras, Qore and Kandake”); read more about Amanirena here… 
 
 

http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/amanirena.pdf


MAKEDA 
 

(THE QUEEN OF SHEBA) 
 

 
 

To her native people, The Queen of Sheba was known as Makeda (960 BC – 
930 BC); meaning beautiful. She ruled Ethiopia and Saba in South Arabia. 
Fascinated by tales of Israel and King Solomon, she travelled there to learn 
from him and adopted his religion Judaism. Her greatest joy was their son 
Menelik. 
 

CANDACE 
 

(EMPREES OF ETHIOPIA) 
 

 
 
Candace Empress of Ethiopia (332 B.C.) When Alexander the Great was 
receiving world fame for his unbroken chain of victories; he reached Kemet 
(Ancient Egypt) in 332 B.C. But one of the greatest generals of the ancient 
world was also the Empress of Ethiopia. This formidable black Queen Candace 
was world-famous as a military tactician and field commander. Legend has it 
that Alexander could not entertain even the possibility of having his 
rampaging conquests marred by risking a defeat, at least, by a woman. He 
halted his armies at the borders of Ethiopia and did not invade to meet the 
waiting black armies with their Queen in personal command; read more 
here… 
 
 

http://www.pbs.org/mythsandheroes/myths_four_sheba.html
http://www.kingsolomonlegend.com/the-judgment-of-solomon.html
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/empress-candace.jpg
http://www.the-savvy-sista.com/search/label/African%20Queens
http://www.the-savvy-sista.com/2007/10/african-queens-candace-empress-of.html


NUBIAN QUEEN AMANITORE 
 

 
 

Nubian Queen Amanitore (1 AD – 20 AD) – Queen Amanitore and Pharaoh 
Natakamani were the last great builders in Kush. They lived somewhere 
around 1 AD to 20 AD. Their buildings were raised in Keraba, an area between 
the Nile and the Atbara Rivers. Besides, they built in Naqa. In this city, the 
Temple of Apedemak, one of their best known monuments, is in a good state 
of preservation. Naqa also contains a famous Kiosk. This temple mixes 
architectural motifs from Nile Valley, Roman and Greek influences. The royal 
palace of Natakamani and Queen Amanitore was in Gebel Barkal. Finally, they 
dug reservoirs around Meroë, restored its huge Temple of Amen, and rebuilt 
the Amen Temple of Napata previously destroyed by the Romans; more here… 

 

QUEEN TIYE 

 

Queen Tiye the Nubian Queen of Egypt in the 14th century B.C. changed the 
course of history when as a Nubian commoner, she became the spouse of 
Pharaoh Amenhotep III. He defied his nation’s priests and customs by making 
her his royal spouse. She is portrayed as a majestic monarch, proud, noble and 
serene; more about her here… 

 

http://wysinger.homestead.com/nubian100.html
http://wysinger.homestead.com/tiye.html
http://ib205.tripod.com/tiye.html


QUEEN JUDITH OF ETHIOPIA 

 

Queen Judith of Ethiopia (ruled 940 – 980 AD) – (Falasha conqueror of 
Ethiopia and destroyer of Christianity) – In 940 AD, though some authorities 
give slightly earlier dates, Judith, a Falasha conqueror, seized the throne of 
the Ethiopian city of Axum and proclaimed herself Queen. Inspiring dread in 
many Christian minds, she destroyed the churches, killing thousands in the 
process. Her campaigns ended both the thousand-year supremacy of Axum 
and also an era in Ethiopian history. An old history book, History of the 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, the citizens for help against this onslaught; but 
none came. Judith ruled unchallenged for around 40 years. Succeeding her 
was the Zagwe Dynasty who ushered in a golden age; more here… 

TEWODROS II 

 

Tewodros II (Baptized Theodore II – 1818 – April 13, 1868) was crowned the 
Emperor of Ethiopia in 1855 until his death. He was born Kassa Haile Giorgis, 
but was more regularly referred to as Kassa Hailu (Ge’ez ካካ ካካካ: meaning 
“restitution” and “His [or the] power”). His rule is often placed as the 
beginning of modern Ethiopia, ending the decentralized Zemene Mesafint 
(Era of the Princes). In his efforts to keep skilled Europeans in Ethiopia, 
Tewodros arranged a marriage between one of his daughters and a Swiss 
military engineer. That branch of Tewodros’s family ended up in Russia; as a 
consequence, the late British actor Peter Ustinov could claim to be Tewodros’s 
great-great-grandson. He resisted the British invaders by taking his life in 

http://www.dacb.org/stories/ethiopia/gudit_.html


defence of his freedom, dignity and sovereignty of his country; read more 
about him here… 

JOHANNES IV 

 

Johannes IV (1831-1889) also known as “John” was Negusa Nagast of 
Ethiopia (Ethiopian Emperor) from 1872 until his death. His full title: “His 
Imperial Majesty John IV, Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah, King of 
Kings of Ethiopia and Elect of God.” Johannes IV was born in the northern 
Ethiopian region of Tigre with the baptismal name of Kassa. After inheriting 
his father’s position of nobility in 1867, Kassa declared himself the 
independent king of Tigre. He is known as the Emperor who thwarted 
Egyptian, Italian, and Sudanese attempts to overrun Ethiopia and took 
important steps to unify the country; read more about him here… 

MENELEK II 

 

Menelek II (King of Kings of Abyssinia 1844 to 1913) Proclaimed to be a 
descendant of the legendary King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, Menelek 
was the overshadowing figure of his time in Africa. He converted a group of 
independent kingdoms into the strong, stable empire known as the United 

http://www.angelfire.com/ny/ethiocrown/Tewod.html
http://www.ethiopiantreasures.co.uk/pages/yohannes.htm


States of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). His feat of pulling together several kingdoms 
which often fiercely opposed each other earned him a place as one of the great 
statesmen of African history. His further accomplishments in dealing on the 
international scene with the world powers, coupled with his stunning victory 
over Italy in the 1896 Battle of Adwa, an attempt to invade his country, placed 
him among the great leaders of world history and maintained his country’s 
independence until 1935; more about Menelek II here… 

PRINCE ALAMAYU 

 

Prince Alamayu (1861 – 1879) – Dejatch Alamayu was the orphaned son of 
Theodore II of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). At the age of ten he was sent to boarding 
school in Britain to be educated as a young English gentleman. Some seven 
years later he died. “It was so sad,” recorded Queen Victoria; “All alone in a 
strange country…he was no happy life, full of difficulties of every kind, and 
he was so sensitive, thinking that people stared at him because of his colour. 
Everyone is very sorry.” At Queen Victoria’s wish, Alamayu was buried in St 
George’s Chapel Windsor. 

ZAWDITU  
(FEMALE MONARCH OF ETHIOPIA) 

 
After Iyasu dies having been overthrown, Ras TaFari (Haile Selassie I), the son 
of Ras Mekonnen (governor of Harar) and Zawditu, daughter of Menelik II, 
raced to take the throne. As Ras TaFari was too young, the nobility of Shewa 
and the clergy of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church instead chose 
Zawditu to take the throne; continue reading here… 

http://www.blackhistorypages.net/pages/menelikii.php
http://ewfincl3.org/PRINCE%20ALAMAYOU.htm
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/treasures-from-ethiopia/
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/zawditu.pdf


H.I.M HAILE SELASSIE 

 

His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I was the 111th descendant of Solomon 
and Sheba. The ‘Might of the Trinity’ was known as RasTafari Makonnen until 
crowned in 1930. His reign in Ethiopia has influenced thousands who believe 
he is the Messiah. His country’s economic decline pushed him out of power, 
ending the 3,000 year old Solomonic Dynasty; more of His Majesty here… 

EMPRESS MENEN 
 

(QUEEN OF QUEENS OF ETHIOPIA) 
 

 
 

Empress Menen, Queen of Queens of Ethiopia was the beloved wife of 
Emperor Haile Selassie King of Kings and Lord of Lords of Ethiopia. Empress 
Menen was married for 47 years to the 225th King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah Emperor Haile Selassie I. Their union 
produced six children; read more about Empress Menen here… 

http://www.imperialethiopia.org/selassie.htm
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/empress-menen.pdf


EGYPT: 
 
 

AMON RA 
 

 
 

Amon – Ra also spelt, Amoun and Amen, was seen as an immortal being in 
Egyptian mythology; the God of creation. From an early date from references 
in the Pyramid texts, he is symbolised as the creative force originally identified 
as the air; read more here… 

http://www.touregypt.net/amen.htm


ISIS 

 

Isis the Goddess in Ancient Egypt was worshipped as the ideal mother and 
wife as well as matron of nature and magic. She was the friend of slaves, 
sinners, artisans, the downtrodden, as well as listening to the prayers of the 
wealthy, maidens, aristocrats and rulers. Isis is the Goddess of motherhood, 
magic and fertility. 

 

IMHOTEP 

 

Imhotep, a black man was the real father of medicine. Hippocrates, the so-
called father of medicine lived 2000 years after Imhotep. Greece and Rome 
obtained their knowledge of medicine from him. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l9C6038kFM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zvBLOvL450&feature=PlayList&p=E43014D88F5E9EC8&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=76
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/imhotep.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocrates


AKHENATEN 

 

Pharaoh Akhenaten gave the world the belief in one god. In Egypt, he insisted 
that his people worship Aton, the Sun God only. His beliefs were strong 
enough to completely change art and literature in Egypt. 

 
NEFERTITI 

 

 

Nephertiti (or Nefertiti), her name meaning “the beautiful one approaches” 
was the Queen of Ancient Egypt and one of the most beautiful women in 
history. She was the chief wife to Pharaoh Akhenaten. Nephertiti generally 
wore close-fitting dresses, but was also depicted naked. In part this related to 
her role in the fertility cult. 

http://www.heptune.com/Akhnaten.html
http://www.ancientegyptonline.co.uk/nefertiti.html
http://www.heptune.com/Akhnaten.html


HATSHEPSUT 
 

QUEEN OF KEMET 
 

ANCIENT EGYPT THE LAND OF THE BLACKS 
1503–1482 B.C 

 

 

Hatshepsut means Foremost of Noble Ladies was the fifth pharaoh of the 
eighteenth dynasty of Ancient Egypt. She is generally regarded as one of the 
most successful pharaohs, reigning longer than any other woman of an 
Egyptian dynasty. She ascended to the throne upon the death of her king-
brother Thutmose II. In exercising her power, she involved herself in foreign 
campaigns, a concentration on domestic affairs, extensive building and 
commercial ventures. The most famous of her commercial ventures was the 
Punt expedition in which goods and produce were acquired from the rich 
market there to be brought back to Kemet. Even before becoming the legal 
ruler, Hatshepsut was actively pushing things dearest to the hearts of all 
African leaders: the expansion of foreign trade, international diplomatic 
relations, perfection of national defence, vast public building programs, 
securing the south and the north through either peace or war, and one of her 
‘pet projects’, building a great navy for both commerce and war. Her success 
on most of these fronts made her one of the giants of the race; read her story 
here… 

http://www.eyelid.co.uk/Hatshepsut.htm
http://www.bediz.com/hatshep/story.html


CLEOPATRA VII 
 

 
 

Cleopatra VII (January 69 B.C. – August 12 B.C.) was queen of ancient Egypt, 
the last member of the Ptolemaic dynasty and the last Hellenistic ruler of 
Egypt. Although many Egyptian Queens shared the name, she is usually 
known as simply Cleopatra and all of her similarly named predecessors have 
been mostly forgotten; read more here… 
 
 
 
ANGOLA: 
 

QUEEN NZHINGA 

 

Queen Nzingha began the first liberation movement in Angola, Central Africa. 
She waged war against the Portuguese slave traders and despite their 
occupation of Angola, Nzingha maintained the resistance until her death in 
1663; read more here… 

 

 

 

 

http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/cleopatra-vii.pdf
http://www.knowyourblackhistory.com/queen-nzingha-of-angola/


SOUTH AFRICA: 

NANDI (QUEEN OF ZULULAND) 

 

Nandi – Queen of Zululand 1778 – 1826. The year was 1786. The King of 
Zululand was overjoyed. His wife, Nandi, had given birth to a son, his first 
son, whom they named Shaka, but the King’s other wives, jealous and bitter, 
pressured him to banish Nandi and the young boy into exile. Steadfast and 
proud, she raised her son with the kind of training and guidance a royal heir 
should have. For her many sacrifices, Nandi was finally rewarded when her 
son, Shaka, later returned to become the greatest of all Zulu Kings. To this 
day, the Zulu people use her name, “Nandi,” to refer to a woman of high 
esteem. 

SHAKA ZULU 
 

 

Shaka Zulu (1787 – 1829); The Warrior-King of Zululand, revolutionised the 
Zulu army’s weapons and its military tactics. To maintain his Royal Army, 
Shaka unified many tribes of the South African region. He saved the region 
from being dominated by Europe; read his story here… 

http://www.carpenoctem.tv/military/shaka.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaka


RAIN QUEENS OF THE LOVEDU 

Rain Queens of the Lovedu– Dzugudini, a grand-
daughter of “the famous ruler Monomatapa,” was 
the founding Rain Queen of the Lovedu. Her royal 
father was angry that she bore a child out of 
wedlock. Oral tradition says her mother taught her 
the art of rain-making and gave her rain charms 
and sacred beads. Then she fled south with some 
supporters. They settled peacefully among the 
Sotho. In the early 1800s, a leadership crisis was 
resolved by accession of the first Mujaji, a Rain 
Queen with both political and ceremonial power. 
Chiefs presented her with wives. She had no 
military, but even the Zulu King Shaka paid her 

tribute because of her rain power. Her successors have less authority, but still 
preside over womanhood initiations and other important rituals; read more 
here… 

 

JAMAICA: 
 

QUEEN NANNY OF THE MAROONS 
 

 

Queen Nanny of the Maroons stands out in history as the only female among 
Jamaica’s national heroes. She possessed that fierce fighting spirit generally 
associated with the courage of men. In fact, Nanny is described as a fearless 
Asante warrior who used militarist techniques to foul and beguile the English. 
Like the heroes of the pre Independence era, Nanny too met her untimely 
death at the instigation of the English sometime around 1734. Yet, the spirit of 
Nanny of the Maroons remains today as a symbol of that domitable desire that 
will never yield to captivity; her story is here… 

 

 

http://www.suppressedhistories.net/articles/africanqueens.html
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/nanny-1.jpg
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/nanny-3.jpg
http://www.jamaicans.com/articles/primearticles/queennanny.shtml


BECHUANALAND: 

KHAMA 

 

Khama: The Good King of Bechuanaland (1837-1923). Khama distinguish his 
reign by being highly regarded as a peace loving ruler with the desire of 
advancing his country in terms of technological innovations. He instituted 
scientific cattle feeding techniques which greatly improved his country’s 
wealth and prestige. During his reign crimes were known to be as low as zero 
within his country; catch his story here… 

CONGO: 

SHAMBA BOLONGONGO 

 

Shamba Bolongongo – African King of Peace 1600 – 1620: Hailed as one of 
the greatest monarchs of the Congo, King Shamba had no greater desire than 
to preserve peace. Shamba’s love for peace is reflected in a common quote of 
his: “Kill neither man nor woman, nor child. Are they not children of Chembe 
(God), and have they not the right to live?” Shamba was also noted for 
designing a complex and extremely democratic form of government featuring 
a system of checks and balances. He also promoted the arts and crafts to such 
an extent that many were developed to their highest levels during his reign. 

http://blackhistorypages.net/pages/khamaiii.php


SWAZILAND: 

KING SOBHUZA II 

 

King Sobhuza II of Swaziland was the longest reigning monarch in Africa. 
Having initially opposed modern partisan politics, King Sobhuza or 
(Ngwenyem) II shrewdly formed his own political party and won all seats in 
the 1967 pre-independence elections. He abolished the parliamentary system 
and substituted it with traditional tribal communities. This system was feudal 
since the Royal Family was at the centre of both political power and land 
tenure.  He died in 1983, leaving behind 33 wives; check him out here… 

 

QUEEN NYABINGI 

 

Queen Nyabingi – The legend of Queen Nyabingi began with an amazon 
queen named Kitami, who possessed a sacred drum. Later generations revered 
her as a powerful ancestor (emandua) and she spoke through priestesses 
called Bagirwa. Most of them were were traditional healers, chosen by 
Nyabingi as her prophets. Wearing barkcloth veils, they entered paranormal 
states with “stylized trembling movements” and prophesied in arcane 
language, with high-pitched voices, holding dialogues with Nyabingi and 
speaking in her name; here… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXcWo1wifhE
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/sobhuza-ii.jpg
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/sobhuza-ii.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXcWo1wifhE
http://www.suppressedhistories.net/articles/nyabingi/bagirwa.html


MALI: 

MANSA KANKAN MUSSA 

 

Mansa Kankan Mussa (King of Mali 1306 to 1332) was a flamboyant leader 
and world figure. Mansa Mussa distinguished himself as a man who did 
everything on a grand scale. An accomplished businessman, he managed vast 
resources to benefit his entire kingdom. He was also a scholar, and imported 
noteworthy artists to heighten the cultural awareness of his people. In 1324 he 
led his people on the Hadj, a holy pilgrimage from Timbuktu to Mecca. His 
caravan consisted of 72,000 people whom he led safely across the Sahara 
Desert and back, a total distance of 6,496 miles. So spectacular was this event, 
that Mansa Mussa gained the respect of scholars and traders throughout 
Europe, and won international prestige for Mali as one of the world’s largest 
and wealthiest empires; read more about him here… 
 
PORTUGAL: 
 

ALESSANDRO DEI MEDICI 

 

Alessandro dei Medici (July 22, 1510 – January 6, 1537) known as “The Moor” 
became the first Duke of Florence. His mother was black and had been in the 
service of the Pope’s aunt, the wife of a mule-driver; but Pope Clement VII, 
then Cardinal dei Medici, took her as his mistress, and was the father of 
Alessandro. All the writers of his time stated that Alessandro was a mulatto 
and his African features were vividly depicted by the paintings of Bronsini and 
Vasari. His ancestor was a black woman of British Royalty, Queen Charlotte 
Sophia, consort of King George III. Queen Charlotte Sophia was the 
grandmother of Queen Victoria. 

http://wysinger.homestead.com/mansamusa.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/secret/famous/medici.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkE-ZhxRxaw&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkE-ZhxRxaw&feature=related
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/queen-charlotte-sophia.jpg
http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/queen_victoria.jpg


MAURITANIA: 
 

QUEEN KAHINA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dahia al-Kahina (L'Kahna) was a dark skinned female leader of the Jerawa 
tribe of Berbers in the Aures Mountains in the region that today is Mauritania. 
She was a warrior-queen who, in AD 696, united a number of Berber tribes 
and pushed back the Muslim army that had swept across North Africa. She 
was also a proud Jewess. For, al-Kahina was the daughter of a Berber tribe 
that had converted to Judaism around the 6th century AD. In other words, 
this queen's tribe and other local tribes that converted to Judaism are the 
main sources from which Spanish Jewry sprang. In short: the North African 
Jews for the most part were descendants of pagans who converted to Judaism 
(Pharisaism). Thus, the bulk of the Jews of North Africa originated in the 
indigenous tribes that converted to Judaism and became Jewish - and not in 
communities exiled from Judaea. Thus, for instance, that many of the present 
day Sephardic Jews from North Africa carry Berber surnames is testament to 
this fact.  

In fact, there are "Negro Jews" in many parts of Africa such as the Falasha of 
Ethiopia and the Lemba of South Africa. The Jews of Yemen are remnants of 
the Himyar Kingdom in the Arab Peninsula, who converted to Judaism 
(Pharisaism) in the fourth century AD. The most fruitful conversion, in 
regards to the ambitions of the Synagogue of Satan, was the Turkic peoples 
who became the Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe. These were refugees 
from the decaying Kingdom of the Khazars that converted in the eighth 
century AD. In other words, the vast majority of East European Jews were 
Khazars that converted to Judaism and became Jewish - and not communities 
exiled from Judaea who had "wandered" into the area. 

 

 

http://www.egyptsearch.com/forums/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=8;t=003965
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0bZ5cMcXGs
http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Berbers
http://www.overlordsofchaos.com/html/jundi-shapur.html#Islam
http://www.overlordsofchaos.com/html/jewish_conspiracy_41.html


NIGERIA: 

 

 

QUEEN OLUWO OF IFE 
 
 

 
 
 

Queen Oluwo of Ife (1000 AD) – (Yoruba Queen who paved the southern 
Nigeria city of Ife) – Professor Ekpo Eyo, a former head of the Nigerian 
museums system, narrates a curious oral tradition concerning Oni Oluwo, a 
distinguished Yoruba ruler. Apparently she was walking around the capital 
city of Ife when her regalia got splashed with mud. Oluwo was so upset by this 
that she ordered the construction of pavements for all the public and religious 
places in the city. Archaeology confirms that: “Pavements are widespread in 
Africa.  Potsherd pavements are the most common types of pavements 
known in West Africa. The most consistent reports about excavated 
pavements in West Africa have so far come from Ife, specifically the sites at: 
Oduduwa College, Lafogido, Ita Yemoo, Obalara’s Land and Woye Asiri 
Land.” The pavements embellished the courtyards and often had altars built 
at the ends against walls.  Many of the pavements had regular and geometric 
patterns, often emphasized by the incorporation of white quartz pebbles in 
their surface. Such pavements have been found on prehistoric sites from 
Tchad in the northeast to Togo in the west; read more here… 

 

 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/pave/hd_pave.htm


 

 

QUEEN AMINA OF ZARIA (1530 – 1590) 
(16th century) 

 

 
 
The seven original states of Hausaland: Katsina, Daura, Kano, Zazzau, Gobir, 
Rano, and Garun Gabas cover an area of approximately 500 square miles and 
comprise the heart of Hausaland. In the sixteenth century, Queen Bakwa 
Turunku built the capital of Zazzau at Zaria, named after her younger 
daughter. Eventually, the entire state of Zazzau was renamed Zaria, which is 
now a province in present-day Nigeria.  
 
However it was her elder daughter, the legendary Amina (or Aminatu), who 
inherited her mother's warlike nature. Amina was 16 years old when her 
mother became queen and she was given the traditional title of magajiya. She 
honed her military skills and became famous for her bravery and military 
exploits, as she is celebrated in song as "Amina daughter of Nikatau, a woman 
as capable as a man."  
 
Amina is credited as the architect who created the strong earthen walls around 
the city, which was the prototype for the fortifications used in all Hausa states. 
She built many of these fortifications, which became known as ganuwar 
Amina or Amina's walls, around various conquered cities. 
 
The objectives of her conquests were twofold: extension of Zazzau beyond its 
primary borders and reducing the conquered cities to vassal status. Sultan 
Muhammad Bello of Sokoto stated that, "She made war upon these countries 
and overcame them entirely so that the people of Katsina paid tribute to her 
and the men of Kano [and]... also made war on cities of Bauchi till her 
kingdom reached to the sea in the south and the west." Likewise, she led her  



 
 
armies as far as Nupe and, according to the Kano Chronicle, "The Sarkin Nupe 
sent her [the princess] 40 eunuchs and 10,000 kola nuts. She was the first in 
Hausaland to own eunuchs and kola nuts."  
 
Amina was a preeminent gimbiya (princess) but various theories exist as to 
the time of her reign or if she ever was a queen. One explanation states that 
she reigned from approximately 1536 to 1573, while another posits that she 
became queen after her brother Karama's death, in 1576. Yet other claims that 
although she was a leading princess, she was never a queen.  
 
Despite the discrepancies, over a 34-year period, her many conquests and 
subsequent annexation of the territories extended the borders of Zaria, which 
also grew in importance and became the center of the North-South Saharan 
trade and the East-West Sudan trade.  
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IDRIS ALOOMA 
 
 

 

 

Idris Alooma (Sultan of Bornu – 1580 – 1617) – For two centuries before Idris 
Alooma become Mai (Sultan) of Bornu, Kanem was a separate land whose 
people had been driven out by their nomadic cousins, the Bulala. It took one 
of Africa’s most extraordinary rulers to reunite the two kingdoms located 
mainly in Chad and Nigeria. Idris Alooma was a devout Moslem. He replaced 
tribal law with Moslem law, and early in his reign, he made a pilgrimage to 
Mecca. But the trip had as much military as religious significance, for he 
returned with Turkish firearms and later commanded an incredibly strong 
army. They marched swiftly and attacked suddenly, crushing hostile tribes in 
annual campaigns.  Finally Idris conquered the Bulala, establishing dominion 
over the Kanem-Bornu Empire and a peace lasting half a century; read more 
about him here… 

 

 

 

 

 

http://panthernewsletter1.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/mai-idris-alooma-of-kanem.pdf


 

 

 

 

JA JA – KING OF THE OPOBO 

 

 

 

Ja Ja – King of the Opobo 1821 – 1891:  Jubo Jubogha, the son of an unknown 
member of the Igbo people, was forced into slavery at age 12, but gained his 
freedom while still young and prospered as an independent trader (known as 
Ja Ja by the Europeans). He became chief of his people and the head of his 
Eastern Nigerian City State of Bonny. He later established and became king of 
his own territory, Opobo, an area near the Eastern Niger River more 
favourable for trading. As years passed, European governments, mainly 
British, attempted to gain control of Nigerian trade. Ja Ja’s fierce resistance to 
any outside influence led to his exile at age 70 to the West Indies by the 
British. The greatest Igbo chief of the nineteenth century never saw his 
kingdom again. 

 

 

 

 



GHANA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TENKAMENIN 
 

 

 
 

Tenkamenin – King of Ghana 1037 – 1075: The country of Ghana reached the 
height of its greatness during the reign of Tenkamenin. Through his careful 
management of the gold trade across the Sahara desert into West Africa, 
Tenkamenin’s empire flourished economically. His greatest strength was in 
government. Each day he would ride out on horseback and listen to the 
problems and concerns of his people. He insisted that no one be denied an 
audience and that they be allowed to remain in his presence until satisfied that 
justice had been done. His principles of democratic monarchy and religious 
tolerance make Tenkamenin’s reign one of the great models of African rule. 

 

 

 

 

 



OSEI TUTU 
 

 

Osei Tutu – King of Asante 1680 - 1717: Osei Tutu was the founder and first 
king of the Asante nation, a great West African forest kingdom in what is now 
Ghana. He was able to convince a half dozen suspicious chiefs to join their 
states under his leadership when according to legend, the Golden Stool 
descended from heaven and came to rest on Osei Tutu’s knees, signifying his 
choice by the gods. The Golden Stool became a sacred symbol of the nation’s 
soul, which was especially appropriate since gold was the prime source of 
Asante wealth. During Osei Tutu’s reign, the geographic area of Asante tripled 
in size. The kingdom became a significant power that, with his military and 
political prowess as an example, would endure for two centuries; check out the 
legend of Golden Stool here… 

YAA ASANTEWA 
 

 
 

Yaa Asantewa – Warrior Queen of Ghana (1840 – 1921) (pronounced (YAA – 
ah – SAN – te - wah) was appointed Queen Mother of Ejisu (Asante 
Confederacy), now part of modern-day Ghana, by her brother Nana Akwasi 
Afrane Okpese, the Ejisuhene (ruler of Ejisu). In 1900 she led the Ashanti 
rebellion known as the War of the Golden Stool against British colonialism. 
 

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/history/golden_stool.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1C-aDqgVqzY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzRooY04SHM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzRooY04SHM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ejisu-Juaben_District
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashanti_Confederacy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashanti_Confederacy
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20VCD406XZc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20VCD406XZc&feature=related
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Golden_Stool


 
SUDAN: 
 

SUNNI ALI BER 
 

 

Sunni Ali Ber (King of Songhay 1464 to 1492) When Sunni Ali Ber came to 
power, Songhay was a small kingdom in the western Sudan. But during his 
twenty-eight-year reign, it grew into the largest, most powerful empire in 
West Africa. Sunni Ali Ber built a remarkable army and with this ferocious 
force, the warrior king won battle after battle. He routed marauding nomads, 
seized trade routes, took villages, and expanded his domain. He captured 
Timbuktu, bringing into the Songhay Empire a major centre of commerce, 
culture, and Moslem scholarship. 

ASKIA MUHAMMAD TOURE 

 

Askia Muhammad Toure (1493 -1529) – Askia Muhammad Toure united the 
entire central region of the Western Sudan, and established a governmental 
machine that is still revered today for its detail and efficiency. He divided his 
country into provinces, each with a professional administrator as governor, 
and ruled each fairly and uniformly through a staff of distinguished legal 
experts and judges; read more here… 

http://www.blackhistorypages.net/pages/sunnialiber.php
http://theafrocentricexperience.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=79:askia&catid=58:african-kings&Itemid=72
http://pogo.lakesideschool.org/history/h100f/2010/11/17/obituaries-celebrating-the-life-of-askia-muhammad-toure/


SAMORY TOURE 

 

Samory Toure (The Black Napoleon of the Sudan – 1830 – 1900) – The 
ascendance of Samory Toure began when his native Bissandugu was attacked 
and his mother taken captive. After a persuasive appeal, Samory was allowed 
to take her place, but later escaped and joined the army of King Bitike Souane 
of Torona. Following a quick rise through the ranks of Bitike’s army, Samory 
returned to Bissandugu where he was soon installed as king and defied French 
expansionism in Africa by launching a conquest to unify West Africa into a 
single state. During the eighteen-year conflict with France, Samory 
continually frustrated the Europeans with his military strategy and tactics. 
This astute military prowess prompted some of France’s greatest commanders 
to entitle the African monarch, “The Black Napoleon of the Sudan”; read more 
here… 

BASSUTOLAND: 

MOSHOESHE 

 

Moshoeshoe (King of Bassutoland – 1786 – 1868) – For half a century, the 
Basotho people were ruled by the founder of their nation. Moshoeshoe was a 

http://blackhistorypages.net/pages/samoriture.php
http://www.blackhistorypages.net/pages/moshoeshoe.php


wise and just king who was as brilliant in diplomacy as he was in battle.  He 
united many diverse groups, uprooted by war, into a stable society where law 
and order prevailed and the people could raise their crops and cattle in peace. 
He knew that peace made prosperity possible, and he often avoided conflict 
through skilful negotiations. Moshoeshoe solidified Basotho defences at 
Thaba Bosiu, their impregnable mountain capital. From this stronghold he 
engineered a number of major victories over superior forces. 

U.S.A: 

RED CLOUD 

 

Red Cloud (Lakota: Maካpíya Lúta), (1822 – December 10, 1909) was a war 
leader and the head Chief of the Oglala Lakota (Sioux), his reign was from 
1868 to 1909. One of the most capable Native American opponents the United 
States Army faced, he led a successful conflict in 1866–1868 known as Red 
Cloud’s War over control of the Powder River Country in north western 
Wyoming and southern Montana. After the Treaty of Fort Laramie (1868), he 
led his people in the important transition to reservation life; more here… 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/i_r/redcloud.htm


SITTING BULL 

 

Sitting Bull (1831 – December 15, 1890), also nicknamed Slon-he or “Slow”; 
was a Hunkpapa Lakota Sioux holy man who led his people as a war chief 
during years of resistance to United States government policies. Born near the 
Grand River in Dakota Territory, he was killed by Indian agency police on the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation during an attempt to arrest him and 
prevent him from supporting the Ghost Dance movement; read more here… 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/s_z/sittingbull.htm


ENGLAND: 
 

QUEEN PHILLIPA 
 

 
 

England's first black queen, mother of the black prince  
 
Queen Phillipa (1314 – 1369) was England’s first black Queen and mother of 
the Black Prince. Phillipa was the daughter of William of Hainault, a lord in 
part of what is now Belgium. When she was nine the King of England, Edward 
II, decided that he would marry his son, the future Edward III, to her, and 
sent one of his bishops, a Bishop Stapeldon, to look at her. He described her 
thus: 

"The lady whom we saw has not uncomely hair, betwixt blue-black and 
brown. Her head is cleaned shaped; her forehead high and broad, and 
standing somewhat forward. Her face narrows between the eyes, and the 
lower part of her face is still more narrow and slender than the forehead. 
Her eyes are blackish brown and deep. Her nose is fairly smooth and even, 
save that is somewhat broad at the tip and flattened, yet it is no snub nose. 
Her nostrils are also broad, her mouth fairly wide. Her lips somewhat full 
and especially the lower lip…all her limbs are well set and unmaimed, and 
nought is amiss so far as a man may see. Moreover, she is brown of skin all 
over, and much like her father, and in all things she is pleasant enough, as it 
seems to us." 

Four years later Prince Edward went to visit his bride-to-be and her family, 
and fell in love with her. She was betrothed to him and in 1327, when she was 
only 14, she arrived in England. The next year, when she was 15, they married 
and were crowned King and Queen in 1330 when she was heavily pregnant 
with her first child and only 17. 

This first child was called Edward, like his father, but is better known as the 
Black Prince. Many say that he was called this because of the colour of his 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?GRid=4313&page=gr


armour, but there are records that show that he was called 'black' when he was 
very small. The French called him 'Le Noir'. 

Philipa was a remarkable woman. She was very wise and was known and loved 
by the English for her kindliness and restraint. She would travel with her 
husband on his campaigns and take her children as well. When the King was 
abroad she ruled in his absence. Queen's College in Oxford University was 
founded under her direction by her chaplain, Robert de Eglesfield in 1341 
when she was 28. She brought many artists and scholars from Hainault who 
contributed to English culture. 

When she died, Edward never really recovered, and she was much mourned 
by him and the country. King Edward had a beautiful sculpture made for her 
tomb which you can see today at Westminster Abbey. 

 
QUEEN CHARLOTTE SOPHIA 

 
Wife of King George III and Queen Victoria's grandmother 

 

 
 

Queen Charlotte, wife of the English King George III (1738-1820), was directly 
descended from Margarita de Castro y Sousa, a black branch of the Portuguese 
Royal House. The riddle of Queen Charlotte's African ancestry was solved as a 
result of an earlier investigation into the black magi featured in 15th century 
Flemish paintings. Two art historians had suggested that the black magi must 
have been portraits of actual contemporary people (since the artist, without 
seeing them, would not have been aware of the subtleties in colouring and 
facial bone structure of quadroons or octoroons which these figures invariably  



 

represented), enough evidence was accumulated to propose that the models 
for the black magi were, in all probability, members of the Portuguese de 
Sousa family.  

Six different lines can be traced from English Queen Charlotte back to 
Margarita de Castro y Sousa, in a gene pool which because of royal inbreeding 
was already minuscule, thus explaining the Queen's unmistakable African 
appearance.  

The Negroid characteristics of the Queen's portraits certainly had political 
significance since artists of that period were expected to play down, soften or 
even obliterate "undesirable" features in a subject's face. Sir Allan Ramsay was 
the artist responsible for the majority of the paintings of the Queen and his 
representations of her were the most decidedly African of all her portraits. 
Ramsey was an anti-slavery intellectual of his day. He also married the niece 
of Lord Mansfield, the English judge whose 1772 decision was the first in a 
series of rulings that finally ended slavery in the British Empire. It should be 
noted too that by the time Sir Ramsay was commissioned to do his first 
portrait of the Queen, he was already, by marriage, uncle to Dido Elizabeth 
Lindsay.  

Thus, from just a cursory look at the social awareness and political activism at 
that level of English society, it would be surprising if the Queen's Negroid 
physiognomy was of no significance to the Abolitionist movement.  

Perhaps the most literary of these allusions to her African appearance, 
however, can be found in the poem penned to her on the occasion of her 
wedding to George III and the Coronation celebration that immediately 
followed.  

Descended from the warlike Vandal race, she still preserves that title in her 
face. Tho' shone their triumphs o'er Numidia's plain, And Alusian fields their 
name retain; they but subdued the southern world with arms, She conquers 
still with her triumphant charms, O! Born for rule, - to whose victorious 
brow - The greatest monarch of the north must bow!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WRITERS & POETS 
 
 
 

OLAUDAH EQUIANO 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Olaudah Equiano (1745 - 1797) was born in what is now Nigeria. Kidnapped 
and sold into slavery in childhood, he was taken to the New World as a slave to 
a captain in the Royal Navy and later to a Quaker merchant. He eventually 
earned the price of his own freedom by careful trading and saving. As a 
seaman, he travelled the world. When he arrived in London, he became 
involved in the movement to abolish the slave trade, an involvement which led 
to him writing and publishing The Interesting Narrative of the Life of 
Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa the African (1789), a strong abolitionist 
autobiography. The book became a bestseller and as well as furthering the 
anti-slavery cause, made Equiano a wealthy man. Equiano’s passion, 
committment and energy to the anti-slavery cause, informed and inspired 
William Wilberforce, a religious English MP and social reformer to convince 
the British Empire to bring about the Slavery Abolition Act in 1833. 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olaudah_Equiano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Interesting_Narrative_of_the_Life_of_Olaudah_Equiano
http://www.equiano.org/about_equiano.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wilberforce


PHILLIS WHEATLEY 
 
 

 
 
Phillis Wheatley was born in Senegal around 1753. She was captured by slave 
traders and brought to America in 1761. Purchased by John Wheatley, a tailor 
from Boston, Phillis was taught to read by one of Wheatley’s daughters. Phillis 
studied English, Latin and Greek and in 1767 began writing poetry. Her first 
poem was published in 1770; read more here… 
 
 

MARY PRINCE 
 
 

 
 
Mary Prince was born in 1788 on a plantation in Bermuda in the Caribbean. 
She was the first African woman to escape slavery and publish her experiences 
in England. Her book about her life and experience of enslavement 
contributed to the abolition of the British slave trade; read more here… 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=phillis+wheatley&tag=yahhyd-21&index=stripbooks&hvadid=36916695531&ref=pd_sl_41439kbepe_b
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/phillis-wheatley1-1.pdf
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/mary-prince.pdf
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/mary-prince.pdf


ALEXANDER PUSHKIN 
 

 
 

Alexander Pushkin (1799 - 1837) has become one of Russia’s national heroes. 
Born in Moscow of African blood, portraits often tried to disguise his features. 
His political verse got him exiled from Moscow in 1820 and his atheist 
opinions also hampered him. Among his great works are the poem The Bronze 
Horseman (1833) and also the short story The Queen of Spades (1834); check 
out his story here… 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

 
 

Frederick Douglass (1818 - 1895) was best known for delivering stirring 
speeches about his life as a slave and he became a leading spokesman for the 
abolition of slavery and for racial equality. The son of a slave woman and an 
unknown white man, “Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey” was born 

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Pushkin


February 1818 on Maryland’s eastern shore. He spent his early years with his 
grandparents and with an aunt, only seeing his mother five times before her 
death when he was seven. During this time Douglass was exposed to the 
degradations of slavery, witnessing first hand brutal whippings and spending 
much time cold and hungry. When he was eight he was sent to Baltimore to 
live with a ship carpenter named Hugh Auld. There he learned to read and 
first heard the words abolition and abolitionists. Living in Baltimore laid the 
foundations and opened the gateway to his prosperity. Douglass won world 
fame when his autobiography was published in 1845. Two years later he began 
publishing an antislavery paper called North Star. He served as an advisor to 

President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and fought for the adoption 
of constitutional amendments that guaranteed voting rights and other civil 
liberties for black people. Douglass provided a powerful voice for human 
rights during this period of American history and is still revered today for his 
contributions against racial injustice; read more about him here… 
 
 

ALEXANDRE DUMAS 
 
 

 
 

Alexandre Dumas was one of the most famous French writers of the 19th 
century. He is best known for his historical adventure novels like The Three 
Musketeers, The Count of Monte Cristo and The Man in the Iron Mask. 
Dumas’ grandfather was a French nobleman who had settled in Santo 
Domingo, now part of Haiti. His paternal grandmother, Marie Louise Cessette 
Dumas was African/Caribbean, who had been a slave in the French colony; 
more about him here… 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Narrative-Frederick-Douglass-American-Slave/dp/0486284999/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1258033224&sr=1-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
http://www.online-literature.com/dumas/


MARY ANN SHADD CARY 

 

Mary Ann Shadd Cary (1823 – 1893); was the first black newspaper woman in 
northern America. She published “The Provincial Freeman”, Canada’s first 
anti-slavery newspaper. Mary kept black people informed about true 
conditions in Canada. She was nick-named “The Rebel” for denouncing the 
evils of the day, especially slavery; more about her here… 
 
 

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 
 
 

 
 

James Weldon Johnson (June 17, 1871 – June 26, 1938) was an African – 
American author, politician, diplomat, critic, journalist, poet, anthologist, 
educator, lawyer, songwriter, and early civil rights activist. Johnson is 
remembered best for his leadership within the NAACP, as well as for his 
writing, which includes novels, poems, and collections of folklore. He was also 
the American diplomat to Venezuela and Nicaragua. “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing” became the well-known anthem of US blacks which was written by him. 
He was also one of the first African-American professors at New York 
University. Later in life he was a professor of creative literature and writing at 
Fisk University; more bout him here… 

 

http://www.lkwdpl.org/wihohio/cary-mar.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NAACP
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/james-weldon-johnson


ALICE DUNBAR NELSON 

 

Alice Dunbar Nelson (July 19, 1875 – September 18, 1935) was an American 
poet, journalist and political activist.  Among the first generation born free in 
the South after the Civil War, she was one of the prominent African Americans 
involved in the artistic flourishing of the Harlem Renaissance. Her first 
husband was the poet Paul Laurence Dunbar; she then married physician 
Henry A. Callis; and last married Robert J. Nelson, a poet and civil rights 
activist; more about her here… 

 

ALAINE LOCKE 

 

Alaine Locke (1886 – 1954). Born in Philadelphia USA, he became a great 
American scholar who wrote a great deal about the African influence on 
American culture during the 1920s and 30s. He was one of the leaders of the 
Harlem Renaissance, raising the profile of black artists and musicians as well 
as writers; read history here… 

http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/about-alice-dunbar.pdf
http://www.biography.com/tv/classroom/harlem-renaissance
http://www.africawithin.com/bios/alain_locke.htm


 

 

MARCUS MOSIAH GARVEY 

 

Marcus Mosiah Garvey (1887 – 1940) founded America’s first major black 
nationalist movement. One of the first anti-colonialists, he called for ‘Africa 
for Africans’ during the early 1920′s. The Jamaican-born Harlem-based 
activist gave black people a new sense of dignity and power.  He died in 1940 
without realising his dream; check out his story here…and his speeches here… 

 

ZORA NEALE HURSTON 

 

Zora Neale Hurston (January 7, 1891 – January 28, 1960). Her father was a 
Baptist preacher, tenant farmer, and carpenter. At age three her family moved 
to Eatonville Florida, the first incorporated black community in America, of 
which her father would become mayor. In her writings she would glorify 
Eatonville as a utopia where black Americans could live independent of the 
prejudices of white society; check out her website here… 

 

 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAgarvey.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC9QhxF_kL4
http://zoranealehurston.com/


DAISY LEE GATSON BATES 

 

Daisy Lee Gatson Bates (November 11 1914 – November 4 1999) was an 
American civil rights activist, publisher and writer who played a leading role 
in the Little Rock integration crisis of 1957. Bates was raised by Orle and Susie 
Smith, whom she believed to be her birth parents for many years. In “The 
Death of my Mother,” Bates recounted learning as a child that her birth 
mother had been sexually assaulted and murdered by three local white men. 
 Her father left the family shortly after her mother’s death and left her in the 
care of his closest friends. At the age of 15, Daisy became the object of an older 
man’s attention, L.C. Bates, an insurance salesman who had also worked on 
newspapers in the South and West. L.C. dated her for several years, and they 
married in 1942, living in Little Rock. The Bates decided to act on a dream of 
theirs, to run their own newspaper, leasing a printing plant that belonged to a 
church publication and inaugurating the Arkansas State Press. The first issue 
appeared on May 9, 1941. The paper became an avid voice for civil rights even 
before a nationally recognized movement had emerged. In 1952, Daisy Bates 
was elected president of the Arkansas Conference of NAACP branches; check 
her website here… 

CLAUDIA JONES 

 

Claudia Jones (1915 – 1962); was born in Trinidad and grew up in Harlem, 
America where she joined the Communist Party. As a black activist, she was 
jailed four times during the repressive McCarthy era and on her final release 
she came to England where she founded the “West Indian Gazette”. When she 
died in 1962, she was buried next to Karl Marx in Highgate Cemetery, North 
London; read more about her here… 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NAACP
http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=591
http://www.100greatblackbritons.com/bios/claudia_jones.html
http://samudasmithpublications.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/claudia-jones.pdf


LOUISE BENNETT 

 

Louise Bennett: (OM, OJ, MBE) (1919 – 2006); was born in Kingston, 
Jamaica and was the celebrated and much-loved Jamaican folklorist, writer, 
and artiste. “Miss Lou”, as she was affectionately known, wrote her poems in 
the language of her people, known as Jamaican Patois or Creole, and helped to 
put this language on the map and to have it recognised as a language in its 
own right, thus influencing many poets and writers to do similar things. In 
1974, she was appointed to the Order of Jamaica. On Jamaica’s Independence 
Day 2001, the Honourable Mrs Louise Bennett was appointed as a Member of 
the Jamaican Order of Merit for her invaluable and distinguished contribution 
to the development of the Arts and Culture. She died in Toronto Canada on 
July 26, 2006; check out her website here… 

MAYA ANGELOU 

 

Maya Angelou born Marguerite Ann Johnson on April 4, 1928. The African-
American author and poet has been called “America’s most visible black 
female autobiographer” by scholar Joanne M. Braxton. She is best known for 
her series of six autobiographical volumes, which focus on her childhood and 
early adult experiences. The first and most highly acclaimed, I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings (1969), tells of her first seventeen years. It brought her 
international recognition, and was nominated for a National Book Award.  She 
has been awarded over 30 honorary degrees and was nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize for her 1971 volume of poetry, Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water ‘Fore 
I Diiie; check her website here… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C181G_s7h-s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5Ajg_u4Ghs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62MxKzY5r_o&feature=related
http://louisebennett.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
http://mayaangelou.com/


ALICE WALKER 

 

One of the most important writers of the eighties was Alice Walker. Her 
stunning novel ‘A Colour Purple’ was made into a major motion picture and 
she was awarded the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for fiction; check out her 
website here… 

TONI MORRISON 

 

Toni Morrison (born Chloe Anthony Wofford, February 18, 1931) is a Nobel 
Prize and Pulitzer Prize-winning American novelist, editor, and professor. Her 
novels are known for their epic themes, vivid dialogue, and richly detailed 
characters. Among her best known novels are The Bluest Eye, Song of 
Solomon and Beloved. She also was commissioned to write the libretto for a 
new opera, Margaret Garner, first performed in 2005; check her website 
here… 

http://alicewalkersgarden.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bluest_Eye
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_of_Solomon_(novel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_of_Solomon_(novel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beloved_(novel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Garner
http://www.tonimorrisonsociety.org/


NIKKY FINNEY 

 

Nikky Finney (born Lynn Carol Finney August 26, 1957 in Conway, South 
Carolina) is an award-winning African/American poet, and the Provost’s 
Distinguished Service Professor of English at the University of Kentucky. An 
alumna of Talladega College, and author of four books of poetry and a short 
story cycle, Finney’s commitment to social justice and cultural preservation is 
revealed through the themes of her work. Her numerous honors include the 
2011 National Book Award for Head Off & Split; her website is here… 

MALORIE BLACKMAN 

 

Malorie Blackman OBE is an author of literature and television drama for 
children and young adults. She has used science fiction to explore social and 
ethical issues. Her critically and popularly acclaimed Noughts & Crosses 
series uses the setting of a fictional dystopia to explore racism. She was 
mentioned in the lyrics of Written in the Stars, a song by Tinie Tempah that 
reached number 1 on the UK singles chart; check her website here… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFSiKx-hzks&feature=colike
http://nikkyfinney.net/
http://www.malorieblackman.co.uk/index.php/category/noughtsandcrosses/
http://www.malorieblackman.co.uk/index.php/category/noughtsandcrosses/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgFyi74DVjc&ob=av2e
http://www.malorieblackman.co.uk/

