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INTRODUCTION
The ignorance of racism which has been a disease for centuries in society as a
whole has re-emerged in British football in recent months. Despite how good
it all looks on the surface where black and white players hug and congratulate
each other when they score a goal and win trophies for their respected clubs;
there are still pockets of racism in the game on and off the football field.
In October 2011 during a Premier League game between London Clubs
Queens Park Rangers and Chelsea, England captain John Terry was alleged to
have verbally abused Anton Ferdinand with racial comments; read the article
here… Even though Anton Ferdinand didn’t make the allegations against John
Terry, he has since received threats by small minded members of society. A
month later, black French defender Patrice Evra who plays for Manchester
United accused Uruguay international Luis Suarez (who plays for Liverpool),
of calling him a “negro” several times during their respected club’s league
encounter in November; read that report here… Soon after those incidents,
Sepp Blatter the President of F.I.F.A, (football’s international governing
body), in an interview denied that there is racism in football; read and watch it
here…
Since then, John Terry has been stripped of his England captaincy and will
appear in court in the summer of 2012 after England’s European
Championship tournament to answer the charges of him allegedly racially
abusing Anton Ferdinand. Luis Suarez was accused of racial abuse by the
Football Association (The F.A.) and the Premier League suspended him for
eight games. On top of that The F.A rubbished Sepp Blatter’s (“no racism in
football” statement) and there was massive objection to his declaration by
white players in English football. In a matter of days, Sepp Blatter apologised.
The F.A and the English Premier League seem to be leading the way in
stamping out the disease of racism in football. However, it is plain to see that
black football players are now part of the furniture, east west, north and south
of the British Isles. You only have to look at the top clubs in the English
Premier League for example Manchester United, Chelsea, Arsenal,
Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspur whose star players are
predominately black. Black football players are now among the highest
earners in the British sporting circle, and they are classed as heroes to the
ardent football fans.
Despite all the adversity, black football players have constantly graced the
football stadia in Britain since 1881, when Andrew Watson captained a
Scottish team against England. This then is the PANTHER NEWSLETTER
and SAMUDA SMITH PUBLICATIONS tribute to The Black Pioneers of
British Football who paved the way for today’s modern black football players.

ENJOY!

ANDREW WATSON

The first black player to play top level football in Britain was Andrew Watson.
The son of a Scottish sugar planter Peter Miller and a local girl Rose Watson,
he was born in Georgetown, British Guiana in 1857. Watson was sent to
England to be educated at Halifax Grammar School and Rugby College before
enrolling at Glasgow University in 1875 to study Philosophy, Mathematics and
Civil Engineering.
Andrew Watson was a talented player and joined Queen's Park, at the time,
the best club in Scotland. He also became club secretary and led his team to
several Scottish Cup wins. On 12th March 1881 Watson won his first
international cap when he played as right-back for Scotland against England.
He was captain and led his country to a 6-1 victory. Two days later he played
in the team that beat Wales 5-1. The following year he won his third cap when
Scotland beat England 5-1.
Watson sacrificed his international career when he moved to England in 1882.
The Scottish Football Association refused to select men who played football
outside Scotland. Watson joined London Swifts and in 1882 he became the
first black man to play in the FA Cup. In 1884 he joined the elite amateur club,
Corinthians; more about him here…

ARTHUR WHARTON

Arthur Wharton (1865 – 1930) was Britain’s first black footballer. He was
born in Ghana; his father was half Grenadian and half Scottish, his mother
was from Ghanaian royalty. In 1882 Wharton moved to England to train as a
missionary, but left school to pursue a sporting career. A talented athlete, he
set a new world record for the 100 yard dash (10 seconds) at Stamford Bridge
in 1886. He was first signed as a semi professional football player with Preston
North End in 1886, as a goalkeeper. He turned fully professional in 1889,
when he signed for Rotherham United, and in 1894, Sheffield United poached
him. He retired from football in 1902; read more here…

WALTER TULL

WALTER TULL AT TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR
Walter Tull played 110 times for Northampton Town's first-team. Playing at
wing-half and became the club's most popular player. Other clubs wanted to
sign Walter and in 1914 Glasgow Rangers began negotiations with
Northampton Town. However, before he could play for them war was
declared. On the outbreak of the First World War Tull immediately
abandoned his career and offered his services to the British Army. Tull, like
many professional players, joined the 1st Football Battalion of the Middlesex
Regiment. The Army soon recognized Tull's leadership qualities and he was
quickly promoted to the rank of sergeant. In July 1916, Tull took part in the
major Somme offensive. He survived this experience but in December 1916 he
developed trench fever and was sent home to England to recover; read more
here…

JACK LESLIE

After the war, London born Jack Leslie became a prolific scorer with
Plymouth Argyle. His manager, Bob Jack, told him he had been selected to
play for England. However, the invitation to play for his country was
withdrawn. Leslie told the journalist, Brian Woolnough: "They must have
forgot I was a coloured boy."
John (Jack) Leslie was born in Canning Town, London, on 17th August, 1901.
He played for local team, Barking Town, before joining Plymouth Argyle in
1921. He was one of the first non-white players to play professional football.
Leslie played at centre-forward and over the next thirteen years he scored 131
goals in 383 games. He retired from professional football in 1934. He later
worked as a member of the backroom staff of his local club, West Ham United
Jack Leslie died in 1988; read his story here…

ALFRED CHARLES
Alfred Charles was born in Trinidad on the 11th July, 1909.
He moved to England and in 1933 he signed for Burnley. An
inside-right, he failed to get into the club's first-team and so
moved on to play for Nelson and Darwen. In 1936 he signed
for Southampton. However, he played only one first-team
before moving onto Stalybridge Celtic. He died in 1977.

ROY BROWN

Roy Brown, the son of a Nigerian father and an English mother was born in
Stoke on 20th December 1923. Eugene and John Brown had been studying in
England when they decided to join the British Army during the First World
War. John was killed and Eugene was badly wounded. After the war Eugene
Brown got married and had two sons, Roy and Douglas. Eugene eventually
succumbed to his war injuries and the two boys were raised by their mother.
Roy Brown was a talented footballer and he was signed by Stoke City on
leaving school at 14. The Second World War interrupted his football career
although he did play for the club in the Football Regional League. He made his
debut in 1941 and played a few games before joining the armed services. The
Football League did not resume until the 1946-47 season. Brown scored 14
goals in 74 games for Stoke City. In 1953 he was transferred to Watford in
Division Three (South). Over the next few years he scored 40 goals in 142
games.

HONG YING SOO
Hong Ying (Frank) Soo who had a Chinese father, was
another non-white player who was considered by many to
be good enough to play for England. He was born in Buxton
on 8th March, 1914. A talented footballer he played for
Prescot Cables before joining Stoke City in 1933. A
midfielder, he scored 6 goals in 176 games over the next six
seasons. During the Second World War Frank Soo played in
9 unofficial international games for England. After the war
he was briefly with Leicester City before joining Luton Town. Over the next
couple of years he scored 4 goals in 71 league games. Hong Ying (Frank) Soo
died in 1991.

SALIM BACHI KHAN
Salim Bachi Khan was born in India. A very talented
footballer he represented his country. He moved to
Scotland and played for Glasgow Rangers in the 1936-37
season. According to The Guardian: "What caught the eye
of the locals was sadly not his talents, but the bandages he
wore on his feet instead of boots; apparently, that was the
custom where he came from. Still, he figured twice for the
reserves in 1936, scoring a penalty against Hamilton."

HASSAN HEGAZI
Hassan Hegazi was born in Cairo, Egypt on 14th
September, 1891. After graduating from Saidiq Secondary
School he moved to England where he attended Dulwich
College. A talented footballer he signed for Fulham and
played in the club's 3-1 win over Stockport County. He
scored one of the goals and the Fulham Observer
commented that "with persistence something might be
made of him... Hegazi has the makings of a League
player."
It was the last game that Hegazi played for Fulham. In 1912 he signed for
Millwall in the Southern League but after playing only one game he moved on
to Dulwich Hamlet. In 1913 Hassan Hegazi enrolled at St Catherine's College,
Cambridge University, to study Arabic and History. While at university he
played football in the annual game against Oxford University.

FRED CORBETT
WEST HAM UNITED

Fred Corbett was born in London in 1883. Corbett was employed as a labourer
at the Thames Iron Works. He played his first game for the football club on
16th September, 1899, against Reading. However, he did not score his first
goal until the following season when he got the winner against Swindon Town.
Corbett played 21 games that season and scored a total of 7 goals. Only the
great Billy Grassam scored more goals for West Ham that season. Corbett got
a hat-trick against Wellingborough at the beginning of the 1901-02 season.
However, Syd King often played George Radcliffe and Fergus Hunt instead of
Corbett. In 1902 Corbett moved to Bristol Rovers. He also had spells with
Bristol City and Brentford.

West Ham in 1901-1902. Fred Corbett is in the centre of the front row.

GIL HERON

Gil Heron (9 April 1922 – 27 November 2008) -The father of Gil Scott Heron,
was born in Kingston, Jamaica. He had been playing professional football in
the United States and was invited to Scotland and took part in a public trial for
Celtic at Celtic Park on August 4, 1951, scoring twice in the game. It was
enough to impress the club who signed him and he made his debut on August
18, 1951 in a League Cup tie against Morton at Celtic Park. He scored once in
the 2-0 victory. He was the first black player to play for the Scottish club.
Heron only played five first-team matches in all, scoring twice. He was
released by the club the next year and joined Third Lanark A.C where he
played in seven League Cup matches, scoring five goals but did not appear in
the League. Next he went to English club Kidderminster Harriers before
moving back to Detroit Corinthians. At Celtic he earned the nicknames ‘The
Black Arrow’ and ‘The Black Flash.’

ALBERT JOHANNESON

Albert Johanneson (March 13, 1940 – September 28, 1995) – (The Black
Flash) – was a skilful and swift left winger was recommended to Leeds United
Football Club by a South African schoolteacher and he joined the club in April
1961. He stayed there for nine years working diligently at his game, and by the
1963-64 season, had established himself as a powerful attacking force
providing 13 league goals, which assisted in Leeds’ promotion from the Second
Division. In 1965, Johanneson earned his berth to the Football Association
Challenge Cup (F.A.Cup) Final played at Wembley Stadium. Although Leeds
lost the match to Liverpool, and Johanneson regrettably did not play his best,
he made history by becoming the first black person to feature in the final of
the world-renowned football competition. Over following seasons, a spate of
injuries and the emergence of Eddie Gray left Johanneson on the sidelines,
and he made only 10 further starts for Leeds before manager Don Revie
released him in 1970. Later that year, Johanneson joined York City, scoring
three goals in 26 appearances before retiring; read more about him here…

PAUL REANEY

Paul Reaney was never identified as a black player, but when you look at his
colour photograph here it is plain to see he was. If history is to be re-written,
he and not just Albert Johanneson were the first black players to feature in an
F.A.Cup final when they played for Leeds United in 1965, (the worldrenowned football competition). Born 22 October 1944 in Fulham, London, he
was a long-serving full back with the Leeds United team of the 1960s and
1970s. Reaney wore the No.2 shirt for Leeds and in a team renowned for its
hard approach to the game, he more than held his own. Reaney moved to
West Yorkshire from London as a child and left school at 15. He was briefly a
car mechanic before signing for Leeds as an apprentice, making his debut
shortly before his 18th birthday. He impressed quickly and made 35 League
appearances in his first season, and was part of the team which won the
Second Division in 1964.

CLYDE BEST

WEST HAM UNITED
Heavy built and black, Clyde Best did not look like the typical footballer that
the fans expected to see playing back in the seventies. On appearance, many
would expect him to be in the boxing ring as opposed to the football pitch.
Despite breaking the mould, Best went on to prove himself as a popular player
and an important inspiration to English football fans and players, and has
been referred to simply as 'The Legend' by other black players.
Born in Bermuda on 24th February 1951, Best gained his first cap at the age of
15 playing for the Bermudian national team. At 18, Best was signed for West
Ham United and played his first match against Arsenal on 25th August 1969.
He went on to play 188 League games for West Ham, scoring 47 goals between
1969 and 1976.
Playing alongside players such as Bobby Moore and Geoff Hurst, Best played
football at a time when it first became very high-profile and began to be

focussed on as a form of entertainment. It was an exciting time for football,
but a difficult time to be a black player. Best had to play amidst a lot of racism
and hooliganism. He often was made the scapegoat for the failures of the
teams he played for, an easy target as the only black player.
He left West Ham in 1976 and continued his career in the Netherlands and the
United States. He later coached the Bermuda national team for three years
from 1997 to 1999.
Clyde Best was awarded an MBE in Jan 2006 for his services to football and
the community in Bermuda.
Sources:
'Colouring Over the White Line: The History of Black Footballers in Britain'
by Phil Vasili
History of Black Footballers exhibition (Phil Vasili)
'England, Their England' by Nick Harris
All available for loan from the Football Unites library and www.bbc.co.uk

LAURIE CUNNINGHAM

Remembered by West Bromwich Albion as a ‘natural born player’, Laurie
Cunningham was the first black player to play for England Under-21s. He was
also the first English player to transfer to Real Madrid, 24 years before David
Beckham.
Laurie Cunningham was born 8 March 1956 in Holloway, London, the son of a
Jamaican racehorse jockey. He was turned down by Arsenal; he went on to
play for Leyton Orient, becoming a professional player on his 18th birthday.
Small in stature, he described himself as ‘a little titch’ when first joined Orient.
He later signed to West Bromwich Albion for £110,000 from Orient.
Part of ‘The Three Degrees’, with Brendan Batson and Cyrille Regis,
Cunningham played an important role in the furthering of black footballers in
England, his presence in the game helping to work against stereotypes and
prejudice and change public attitudes to black players. ‘Laurie Looks Great’
proclaimed a 1976 the Sun newspaper headline.
A more introverted and shy personality than Brendan Batson, Laurie
Cunningham sometimes struggled with the attention received from the press.
On the pitch however he was more of an extrovert- playing forward and being
a charismatic goal scorer who possessed speed, grace, pace, balance and a high
level of trickery. He has been remembered as someone who couldn’t help
being an individual and a non-conformist. He took ballet classes and was

known to pay off fines by going out and performing dance demos at a local
discotheque. Ballet helped him to develop understanding of body movement
and balance.
Tragically, Laurie died in a horrific car accident in Madrid, July
1989. However the impact that he made on football and breaking the mould
for black player’s involvement lives on.

Related news
Laurie Cunningham remembered in style
18 May 2009
The Laurie Cunningham Memorial Dinner
8 April 2009

Remembering Laurie Cunningham
27 April 2007

Internal links
Exhibitions

External links
BBC – Black Flash
BBC: Laurie Cunningham – From Brisbane Road
to the Bernabeu

Wikipedia
Football Unites are not responsible for the content on external websites

CYRILLE REGIS (MBE)

Nicknamed “Smoky Joe” and “The Big C”, Cyrille Regis is a legendary black
footballer. Born in the then French Guiana in February 1958, he moved to
England with his family in 1963. After training as an electrician, he joined
West Bromwich Albion from Isthmian League part-timers, Hayes for £5000
in May 1977. Scoring twice on his debut at the age of 19 in the League Cup on
31st August 1977, he also scored on his League debut against Middlesbrough
later the same week.
Regis was eligible to play for France or England and made his debut for
England’s under-21 team in 1978. Winner of the PFA Young Player of the Year
Award in 1979, he went on to win 6 under-21 caps, 3 England B caps and 5 full
international caps. He became the first black captain of the England under-21s
against Denmark in September 1982. 4 of his full England appearances were
in 1982 and the fifth was in 1987.
A strong running centre forward with explosive pace and a powerful shot, he
made 237 League appearances for West Bromwich and scored 82 League goals
before moving to Coventry City for a fee of £250,000 in October 1984. Regis
helped Coventry to win the FA Cup for the first time in their history in 1987,
starring in their 3-2 victory over Spurs at Wembley. He made 238 League
appearances before joining Aston Villa in 1991. Regis moved on to
Wolverhampton Wanderers in 1993, Wycombe Wanderers in 1994 and

Chester City in 1995, before retiring through injury in 1996, aged 38. He
scored over 200 goals in over 700 League and Cup games throughout his
career.
Regis played for Albion at the same time as fellow black players Brendon
Batson and Laurie Cunningham. Together they were given the nickname "The
Three Degrees" by their manager Ron Atkinson.
Since retiring, Regis became reserve team coach at West Bromwich from 1997
to 2000, and has since become a football agent. He continues to be an
inspiring figure and is a positive role model to young black players, sharing his
experience of racism in football and the associated challenges with them.
He recounts managing to remain determined to succeed despite the racism
during his early days of playing football:
“The racism was quite abhorrent but I turned a negative into a positive. I
chased harder and played harder, I wanted to score goals and win points.”
“Back then, you'd have thousands of people screaming “nigger, nigger lick
my boots” at you. And the authorities just said “disgraceful” and did nothing.
Nothing happened for years, until the late 1980s with the Kick Racism
campaigns”.
When selected to play for England, he received a bullet through the post with
the threat, “You’ll get one of these through your knees if you step on our
Wembley turf.”
“How could I fight back? Through my talent,” says Regis.
In June 2008 he was awarded an MBE in the Queen's birthday honours list.
Sources:
‘Smokin’ Joe: Cyrille Regis: 25 Years in Football’ book by Tony Matthews.
‘Samba in the Smethwick End: Regis, Cunningham, Batson and the Football
Revolution’ book by Dave Bowler and Jas Bains.
‘Colouring Over the White Line: The History of Black Footballers in Britain’
book by Phil Vasili.
‘The History of Black Footballers in Britain’ exhibition by Phil Vasili.
All available for loan from the Football Unites Racism Divides library and
www.cyrilleregis.com

BRENDON BATSON

Himself a victim of racial abuse in the 1980s, Brendon Batson has made a
major contribution to the national campaign to eradicate racism from football.
He calls racism ‘one of the worst diseases in football worldwide’. Brendon
Batson was born on the island of Grenada, moved to Trinidad aged 6 and then
came to Britain when he was nine years old in 1962. Looking at his career, it
might be heard to believe but before moving to England he hadn’t shown any
aptitude towards sport and never even kicked a ball before! Once he started to
play for his school football team, he made rapid progress though, and by 13
was playing for the district.
Batson signed professional at 17. He joined Arsenal in 1970, making ten first
team appearances and became the ‘Gunners’’ first black first team player.
Joining Cambridge United in 1972, Batson made 163 appearances and scored
six goals before he followed his manager, Ron Atkinson, to West Bromwich
Albion in a £28,000 transfer.
After 160 League appearances in the exciting Albion side of the late 1970s and
early 1980s, where he won recognition at England ‘B’ level, he suffered a
succession of knee injuries that eventually forced him to retire from football in
1984.
Batson has since become a Chairman of the Professional Footballers
Association after serving as the Assistant Secretary of the union. He was
awarded an MBE in 2001 in recognition of achievements

JOHN BARNES

John Barnes pictured here in his Liverpool heyday.

Born in 1963 in Jamaica, Barnes was part of the Liverpool team that won the
double in 1986, the League title in 1988 and 1990 and the FA Cup in 1992. He
became the first Black player to win the Football Writers' Footballer of the
Year Award, winning it in both 1988 and 1990. He also won the PFA Player of
the Year Award in 1988.
An England International, Barnes has gained a total of 79 full caps scoring 11
goals. Out of the 79 appearances in an England shirt, Barnes will be
remembered most for his performance against Brazil in June 1984; here…
Targeted by the National Front who booed his every touch of the ball, he
responded by scoring an absolutely fantastic individual goal!
Before joining Liverpool Barnes made his name at Watford. He left Liverpool
to join Newcastle United then Charlton Athletic, and then went on to be the
player-coach at Celtic under Kenny Dalglish before becoming a TV
commentator. In September 2008 he was appointed head coach of Jamaica.
The John Barnes rap here…

LUTHER BLISSETT

Born in Jamaica in 1958, Luther Blissett went on to establish himself as one of
the most prolific strikers in the British game. He joined Watford straight from
school in July 1975. Making his debut in the 1975-76 season, he gained a
regular place in the side in 1977-78 season as Watford gained promotion to
Division Three. His powerful running and superb aerial ability, in addition to
a noteworthy contribution of 21 League goals, helped propel Watford to
Division Two the following season. Winning the first of his four England
under-21 caps in 1979, Luther Blissett went on to represent England at full
international level, winning 14 caps. He became England's first black goal
scorer with a hat-trick in his first start, a 9-0 win over Luxembourg in 1982.
After assisting Watford to Division One and finishing as top scorer in three of
his last four seasons, Blissett joined AC Milan for £980,000 in June 1983. Rejoining Watford in August 1984 after 30 appearances in Serie A, he remained
at Vicarage Road until November 1987. Making his second return in 1991,
Blissett holds records at Watford for 415 league appearances and 158 league
goals scored.
He went on to become a member of the coaching staff at Watford with
responsibility for coaching the reserve team before becoming manager of
Chesham United in the Southern League, Division 1 (South and West) in
2006.

VIV ANDERSON MBE

Viv Anderson was the first black footballer to represent England in a full
international. He played a ground breaking role in the progress of black
footballers within the game and achieved a great deal as a player in his own
right.
On 27th November 1978, (after the match being postponed due to the
Wembley pitch freezing solid) Viv Anderson made football history and won
his first England cap against Czechoslovakia. He became a role model for
generations of black footballers who have since followed in his path.
Playing full-back, right-back and central defence, he was a much admired
tackler, nicknamed ‘spider’ for his lanky build and skills in handling the ball
on the pitch.
He won nearly every cup going; the European Cup in 1979 and 1980,
European Super Cup in 1979 and played for Nottingham Forest, Arsenal,
Manchester United, Sheffield Wednesday, Barnsley and Middlesbrough, and
of course England.

Anderson was born in Nottingham on the 29th November, 1956 to West
Indian parents. He enjoyed school, particularly sport and played for several
school and Sunday league teams throughout his school career. Growing up,
Viv was a Manchester United fan, a team who he later went on to play for.
Determined to make a career of his passion, he was representing the city and
county by the age of 15.
At the age of 15, Manchester United identified his talent and invited him for
trial but Anderson first completed his education before going back to try out
for the club he then avidly supported. That time, it was a rejection. With no
way of knowing he would get another chance to play at Old Trafford 13 years
later, he was devastated and got a job at a local printer.
He almost gave up hope of a career in professional football until Nottingham
Forest scouted him and he was given his chance to prove himself. Anderson
played 400 games for Forest in the height of their success. He helped them
win many games and remains a well-loved player to this day. Anderson made
a huge impact on the fans, shown by the fact he was voted Nottingham
Forest’s best ever right-back by 96% majority in a 1997 poll.
Anderson’s World Cup debut was in the 1982 qualifier competition against
Norway in a 4-0 win for England. In 1984, Anderson moved to Arsenal for
£222,000. During 3 years there he scored 15 goals in 150 appearances and
became a mentor to the upcoming talent of Tony Adams. He helped the
Gunners gain their first trophy, the 1987 League Cup, and Arsenal fans were
understandably sad to see him move to Manchester United in that same year.
Alex Ferguson’s first signing; Anderson fulfilled his childhood dreams by
playing for Manchester United for 4 seasons. He then went on to play for
Sheffield Wednesday and helped them to be promoted to the First Division.
His final appearance for England was in 1988. In 1993, Anderson managed
Barnsley and was assistant manager to Bryan Robson at Middlesbrough. His
last game was in 1995 against Barnsley, a former team. In 1999 Anderson was
awarded an MBE for his services to football. He now works in sports
management and television and in 2003 opened an exhibition about another
ground breaking black footballer, Arthur Wharton, at the National Football
Museum.
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