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When we speak about the short story, we are talking about a narrative which reveals a 

sequence of events that happen to people. The events lead to crisis which is resolved 

in some form or other at the end. As an imaginary literary form, the short story varies 

from author to author.  

 

In West African culture, a storyteller is called a griot. They are keepers of history, 

masters of words and music. A tradition passed on from generation to generation. I 

believe my parents, whether they realise it or not, are descendants of the griot custom. 

In my youth, they constantly told me stories of their formative years in Jamaica, and 

their experiences of 1950s and 60s England. Their storytelling ritual has definitely 

been passed on to me.  

 

The basics of the short story are a beginning, middle and end. In the beginning the 

characters meet. In the middle, they face growing conflict, and in the end, they resolve 

the conflict. So while you take your readers on a journey from start to finish, you 

should deliver a message or a theme.  

 

With a novel you can slowly introduce your characters, build the conflict and unfold 

your story. With the short story however, you only have a length of 200 to 10,000 

words, but most likely 1,500 to 3,500 words to complete your tale. When I write a 

short story, I choose to throw my characters straight into some sort of conflict and 

deliver the message or the theme, in other words, I see how my characters deal with it. 

Some writers begin with a message, others begin with plot and develop characters that 

can develop the plot and spawn the message. At the end of the day, how you want to 

write your short story from start to finish is totally up to you. Developing the short 

story takes careful thought and planning. 

 

So when you decide to write your short story, remember this list of things: 

 

1. Develop believable characters for the reader to understand and relate to 

2. Make sure your readers understand your characters’ motives 

3. Develop a plot which includes conflict, action and resolution 

4. Setting must be in harmony with your characters’ personalities 

5. Remember theme or message for your readers 

6. Point of view should be consistent 

7. Show, don’t tell about characters, themes settings or conflicts; exercise 

your descriptive writing. 

8. Use unique dialogue for your characters to distinguish one from the other 

9. Maintain a consistent tone and mood. 

 

 

Are you ready? – Now start writing… 


